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MURRAH TO SPEAK
AT UM JURIS DOCTOR
CEREMONY OCT. 30
MISSOULA-The Hon. Alfred P. Murrah, director of the Federal Judicial Center in Washington, D.C.,
will be keynote speaker for the Juris Doctor (J.D.) ceremony during Homecoming Weekend,
Oct. 29-Nov. 1, at the University of Montana.
The presentation ceremony and banquet for the J.D. recipients will be at 7 p.m. Oct.
30 in the University Center Five Valleys Ballroom on the Missoula campus.
fhe Juris Doctor degree was authorized for Bachelor of Law (LL.B.) recipients by the
State Board of Education, ex-officio Regents of the Montana University System, June 3, 1970.
Prior to June 3, the J.D. degree was available only to those students who held college
degrees before entering the UM law school.
Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the UM law school, said the LL.B. holders are not ren^^ed
to surrender their present law school degrees in order to receive the J.D. degree.
Since 1966 the J.D. degree has automatically been given to UM School of Law graduates.
Each holder of a Bachelor of Law degree now has the option of requesting the J.D.
degree as replacement for the LL.B. degree.

The J.D. diplomas will be dated June 3, 1970,

and will be signed by the University and Law School administrators.
Approximately 425 Bachelor of Law (LL.B.) degree holders have anplied for the J.D.
degree, according to Sullivan.

Applicants not attending the ceremony will be mailed their

J.D. diplomas.
A block of tickets for the 1970 Homecoming Football Game Oct. 31 between the UM Griz
zlies and the Portland State University Vikings has been set aside for those attending the
banquet who wish to go to the game.

Game tickets may be obtained for $4 each by contact

ing Gary Hughes, ticket manager at the UM Field House, by noon on Oct. 28.
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Murrah was born in Indian Territory, now Oklahoma, in 1904.

He received his LL.B.

degree from the University of Oklahoma Law School in 1928.
Murrah practiced law in Seminole, Okla., and Oklahoma City prior to being appointed
to the U.S. District Court for Oklahoma in 1927.

He was elevated to the U.S. Court of

Appeals for the Tenth Judicial Circuit in 1940 and became Chief Judge of the Court in 1959.
The judge has been a member of the Council of Judges of the National Council on Crime
and Delinquency since 1954 and has been chairman of the group since 1959.
Murrah is chairman of the American Bar Association Advisory Committee of Pretrial
Procedure in Criminal Cases and also presides over the Law Center Commission of Oklahoma
University.
He has initiated and conducted numerous seminars and conferences for lawyers and
judges aimed toward improvement of the administration of justice, including seminars
especially for recently appointed judges to the U.S. courts.
Murrah has also headed a national committee to study the problems in connection 'Tith
disposition of huge backlogs of cases, especially in metropolitan areas.
He has been a trustee of Southern Methodist University since 1959, and was the
recipient of the Distinguished Service Citation at the University of Oklahoma for out
standing service to the state and nation.
On May 1, 1970, Murrah was appointed to succeed Tom Clark, former Justice of the
United States Supreme Court as director of the Federal Judicial Center in Wash., D.C.
He will continue to serve as a senior judge and be available for assignments.
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